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UNCLAS BUCHAREST 1682 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: SWEL EAID RO 

SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE: EMBASSY PRESS STATEMENT ON EVACUATION 

FOLLOWING 6:00 P M EMBASSY PRESS CONFERENCE, AMBASSADOR ISSUED 
THIS STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO ENQUIRIES ON EMBASSY EVACUATION 
PLANS: 

"WE ARE LOOKING AT CONTINGENCY OF EVACUATING SOME PERSONNEL, 
ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF OUR HOUSING SITUATION. A CONSIDERABLE 
PART OF EMBASSY HOUSING IS PRESENTLY UNINHABITABLE. BECAUSE OF 
THIS WE ARE TAKING THE POSITION THAT ANY MEMBER OF AN EMPLOYEE'S 
FAMILY WHO WANTS TO LEAVE MAY DO SO. WE ARE NOT AT THIS TIME 
ENCOURAGING AN EVACUATION . CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR POSSIBLE 
EVACUATION ARE NORMAL PROCEDURES IN ANY DISASTER OF THIS SORT. 

WE ARE OF COURSE IN CONTINUOUS CONTACT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE IN CONNECTION WITH THE SITUATION." 
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